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In the first part of this series I mentioned a New York Times article which claimed that the Shalit deal was 

informed by the actions of Avraham Avinu (our forefather Abraham) upon learning that his nephew Lott 

had been taken captive: “And when Avram heard that his brother had been taken captive, he led out his 

trained men, born in his house, three hundred and eighteen, and pursued as far as Dan. And he divided 

his forces by night, he and his servants, and attacked them, and pursued them as far as Hova, which is 

to the north of Damascus. And he brought back all the goods, and also brought back his brother Lott, 

and his goods…” (B’reshith (Genesis) 14:14 ff). 

It is difficult to know whether to laugh or cry at this misreading of the Tora text and recent events, for in 

fact our forefather’s behaviour illustrates the authentic Tora response to a Gilad Shalit-type kidnapping, a 

response that gainsays the immoral and nefarious deal struck by the Netanyahu government.  

The Mishna discusses two approaches to freeing captives, viz. paying ransom or aiding and abetting their 

escape: “CAPTIVES SHOULD NOT BE REDEEMED FOR MORE THAN THEIR VALUE, FOR THE 

GOOD ORDER OF THE WORLD [so that the captors should not demand excessive ransoms and be 

motivated to kidnap Jews]. CAPTIVES SHOULD NOT BE HELPED TO ESCAPE, FOR THE GOOD 

ORDER OF THE WORLD [lest captors put their captives in chains and otherwise maltreat them]” 

(Mishna, Gittin 4:6, TB 45a). There exists, however, a third option: military action.  

Question: Why does this third option not rate a mention?  

Answer: As previously explained, the Halakhoth pertaining to these matters were formulated not for the 

present-day State of Israel but for the realities of Galuth (Exile): Jewish communities, both inside and 

outside the Land, forced to deal with criminals, in a time and place where piracy for profit was 

commonplace. The Jewish nation in Galuth is no nation at all. It is weak and down-trodden, a 

loose collection of communities, and more often than not at the mercy of its enemies and evildoers in 

general. In Galuth there is no military option. 

Avraham Avinu, however, was not a Galuth Jew. Avraham Avinu did not negotiate, nor did he pay 

ransom. He was free and proud, and he had a military option. His nephew was abducted in the 

context of an act of war, and Avraham Avinu, without hesitation and without delay, responded with an act 

of war. This is the third option of normative Judaism. This is Torath Eress Yisrael, what we referred to in 

the second part of this series as GMJ or RMJ: G’ula(Redemption)-Mode Judaism.  
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Our father and teacher Avraham knew that when dealing with the outside world, and particularly with 

evildoers, one cannot afford to be perceived as weak and feckless. He knew that pursuing and attacking 

the enemy involved risk to life and limb. He did not know what the outcome would be. He did, however, 

know that he was laying the foundation for the future Jewish nation, a nation destined for greatness: “And 

I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great… and through you 

all the families of the earth shall be blessed” (B’reshith (Genesis) 12:2-3).  

Avraham Avinu understood only too well that a nation that allows its enemies to kidnap its citizens 

without suffering massive retribution; a nation that allows itself to be extorted and humbled; a nation that 

allows missiles to be fired at its populace for years on end – such a nation can never be great.  

The rationale offered to justify the Shalit deal – the claim that securing the release and thus saving the life 

of Gilad was a certainty, a waday, whereas future acts of terrorism are only a possibility, a sapheq – is 

spurious. But even if it were not so, such thinking is fatally flawed in as much as it places the life of the 

individual, as precious as every life is in our eyes, at the centre of the discussion. England’s Chief Rabbi 

Lord Jonathan Sacks is correct when he states that: “The concept of Pidyon shevuyim, the redemption of 

captives, is a fundamental mitzvah in Judaism, and the sanctity and significance of a single life one of our 

highest values.” When he implies, however, that the Shalit deal was legitimate despite its extremely grave 

ramifications for the Jewish nation, (“Israel has again shown it is willing to pay a heavy and painful price 

to uphold one of its most sacred values”), he is terribly wrong and misguided.  

The overarching aim of Tora Judaism is the realisation of HASHEM the Creator’s words to Avraham: 

“And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great… and through 

you all the families of the earth shall be blessed” (B’reshith (Genesis) 12:2-3). Judaism’s raison d’être was 

announced by the Creator before He transmitted the Torah to His people: “And you shall be for My 

purpose a kingdom of priests and a holy nation” (Exodus 19:6). The nation of Israel is the priest 

connecting God and mankind. “I, God, have summoned you for a righteous purpose…. and have 

assigned you for my covenant with humanity, a light for the nations” (Isaiah 42:6).  

These verses unambiguously enunciate HASHEM’S paramount purpose in giving the Tora: the 

creation of the sovereign Jewish nation, bearer of HASHEM’s Word. Guaranteeing the nation’s 

welfare and success are the ultimate concern. All things, without exception, are subordinate to that 

purpose, for it is only as a great nation, worthy of respect and honour, that we can fulfil our purpose and 

destiny to influence and redeem mankind, to bring blessing to all its families. Were this not so, we would 

not send our young men to war to fight for our Land, security and national interests (see Rambam’s MT 

M’lakhim uMilhamoth 1:5). Were this not so, the individual Jew would not be commanded to sanctify 

HASHEM’s name by choosing death rather than undermining his people’s resolve to remain steadfast to 

their God, their duty and destiny by capitulating to persecution designed to weaken or eradicate the 

Jewish nation and its divinely ordained mission (see MT Y’sodhe HaTora 1:3-4 (1:1-3 in some editions)). 
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One of the chief goals of our enemies, such as Hamas who kidnapped and held Gilad Shalit for over five 

years, is to demoralise us, to weaken our resolve, with the ultimate aim of bringing about our demise. That 

is a certainty, a waday. Playing into their hands, following their script, demeaning ourselves time and 

again can only strengthen our enemies and emasculate us a nation. That too is a certainty, a waday, and 

must never be allowed.  

When the Gilad Shalit issue is examined in the light of Torath Eress Yisrael, there can be no doubt, no 

sapheq whatever. 


